


We are refugees and children BMRER BAREBMENK

Hong Kong is home to around 14,000 born to refugees in Hong Kong.*  FtRH#E-*
people Wlth feW I‘ightS, no futu re and Refugees are treated poorly and looked
Ilttle hope down on in Hong Kong. TEEB HRAEZIDATNEF-
But we are still people. We deserve EMRHEEN—0F RMFLEAREER
. compassion. We deserve a chance. We  FHf—(E#e ERXTHERM-

éi& E ﬁﬁﬁ,%"] 1 4,000% ;E%EZ'Ki&%;RJE% ’ deserve to be understood.
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?‘LK:;"E o -4k T 1 Kong refugees to help everyone inthe  AR@AMMERTE -

== City to understand us better. We are
, grateful for the opportunity to reach you
today!
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MISUNDERSTANDING FACT
Refugees can just go We are ordinary people who are fleeing abuse,
home if they like. torture and, sometimes even death, in our

" home countries.
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* Refugee Union calls members refugees although technically they are either asylum-seekers - FKAHEURBERE RARMAETEHLZIEE BEFE
or refugees. The official noun in Hong Kong is “USM Claimant” under the Unified Screening 4 . £t ZT RS Bt ROABEAERE B BT
Mechanism of the Immigration Department. ERBENESBESREEENER TAFL WERE RBERYESE o
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Fewer than 1% of Hong Kong refugees ERENE  BEENBERER L S HHL
have been granted asylum status inthe  fITR&ED21°
last 13 years.
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We aren’t allowed to have HKIDs and VER 2 RMEEARBERL

many of us do not have valid passports.

as they expired during our long stay in

the city. “HE EFRVRITPO %
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Refugees can’t work, open bank B AER

accounts or do many of the things

people take for granted.

“We need leaders not in love with money but in love with justice.
Not in love with publicity but in love with humanity.”

— Dr Martin Luther King Jr

[RMFRRELAEMFAESENAEE - AEEREREY
MsE &Rl )

—BTRES




o

The Refugee Union supports our rights
in Hong Kong
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Organised by us and run by us

The Refugee Union registered as a
society in 2014 to connect members
with Hong Kong residents and the
community at large.

We operate from a small centre in
Sheung Wan where members and
supporters meet and collaborate.

It is a collective effort supported entirely
by donations.

Volunteers there offer advice about the
asylum process and receive, organise
and distribute resources.

The Refugee Union gathers over two
! thousand members from 20 countries,
including 500 children.
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MISUNDERSTANDING
Everyone in Hong Kong has the
opportunity to make a living.
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We face a mandatory 15 months prison
if arrested working.
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Refugees are not allowed to work in
Hong Kong.

The only exception — accepted
cases may apply for a six month
work permit through a complex
Immigration scheme not suitable for
casual work.

No matter how much time has
passed.

Children born here to refugee
parents will never be given Hong
Kong residency.

Those kids will never be allowed to
earn a living here either.

When they can’t return to their
homes or go elsewhere — what can
they hope for?
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MISUNDERSTANDING
The government helps
refugees.
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FACT

Government assistance is
inadequate.
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MISUNDERSTANDING
Everyone in Hong Kong
has access to affordable
healthcare.
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FACT

Refugees can only access hospital accident and
emergency services. We must pay for a private
doctor or dentist when we get sick.
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$1,500 (paid directly to landlords)

Rent assistance

EdE= 0 (RS0 E£3)

Food coupon $1,200 (paid in ParknShop e-vouchers)
BWH (ULBEEBAMSEFEESERAXN)
Utilities $300 (paid directly to landlords)
MER (RS0 E£3)

Transportation $200 (for official appointments only)
TIWIRAL (RIRATEEEE )

These amounts haven’t been adjusted
to inflation since 2014.

There is no provision for essentials
like clothing, shoes, cleaning
products, personal care, baby
products, school supplies, phone
access, medicine...

Can you survive on $3,200 a month in
Hong Kong?

Just $40 a day is not enough for
breakfast, lunch and dinner. It was a
struggle in 2014 and quite unrealistic
with today’s high inflation.

Rent assistance is $1,500/month.
But even the cheapest subdivided
windowless room costs twice that in
run-down buildings.

Public schools are free but stationery
and transportation are not. Young
children must be accompanied on
public transport causing an additional
burden on our families.
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X By Beck, 2055
(refugee for 11 years K BEHR115F)

| had a very rough childhood. Many
people didn’t like our existence in my
home country. Religious persecution
made it dangerous for us to stay.

When | was 11 my father managed to
bring us to Hong Kong. He wanted us
to have a better life. When | got here |
felt safe and out of danger.

Back then me and my younger
brother were happy.

Now that we’re grown up, we worry
about our future, which is absolutely
depressing and stressful. It’s not just
me of course. All refugees here have
a hard time.
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I’ve always had a lot of negative
thoughts about being a refugee.
Some of my schoolmates used

to make fun of me and treat me
unequally. That distressed me a lot.

| used to be ashamed of showing
my immigration document in public.
It’s a gray A4 paper that’s nothing
like a HKID card. Now | understand
this is how | am going to fight for
myself and it’s a great beginning to
acknowledge my identity and not
hide it away in shame.

The government forbids us from
numerous things. For example, we
can’t afford to visit theme parks
because of the high ticket prices.
Refugee parents want their kids to be
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happy but they can’t work and afford
to buy them anything.

I'd like to be the voice of refugees. |
want to give positive vibes to each
and every person in our community
who is only just surviving, staying
home, banned from working.

I’m like everyone — | have dreams

| want to come true. But | can’t
afford further studies after high
school. Unlike other students, | can’t
even work to pay for my tuition.
Nevertheless | never lose hope.
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My message to all youth refugees
is that we are all in this together. No
matter how hard it is, we must face
it with a positive attitude. There is
always hope if we keep trying.

Don’t be put off by biased people.
Try and change their understanding. |
hope one day we will be treated with
equality and fairness.

Hong Kong really needs a change of
heart on refugees. Meanwhile, the
Refugee Union is here to support me
and my family.

| will keep trying and never give up.
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Please help us
EMEEERNEIT

100% of the cash you
contribute goes to refugee
support.

Refugees operate the Refugee Union
as a society. But we can’t register with
the government as an NGO because
we aren’t allowed to have a HKID
card, which is required to open bank
accounts.

We accept donations through
Drink For Justice

Drink For Justice, registered Section
88 charity, provides us with logistic and
financial support including handling

of cash donations. DFJ issues tax-
deductible receipts and disburses
100% of funds to us.

Visit www.refugeeunion.org/support/
to donate
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Refugees are most grateful for
these items:

O Baby milk formula

O Diapers

O Kitchenware

O Appliances

O Mobile phones and laptops

O School supplies

[ Clothes for men, women and children
[0 Shoes for men, women and children
O Toys are always a bonus :)

Bring them to our centre and meet us!
If you have any questions please
WhatsApp 98287176

Address: Unit E, 2 Floor, Lee Fung

Building, 315-319 Queen’s Road

Central, Sheung Wan (MTR Exit A2)
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Facebook /refugeeunionhk
Instagram @refugeeunion
Twitter @RefugeeUnion

refugeeunion.org w
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Big thank you to Karling Hamill for the great photography, and Stepworks for help with the design.




